Ocular adverse effects of neuropsychiatric agents. Incidence and management.
Neuropsychiatric agents may adversely affect the eye in various ways. The more frequently encountered effects include corneal oedema and pigmentary changes in the lens and cornea which are induced by phenothiazine derivatives; thioridazine-induced retinopathy; tricyclic antidepressant-induced accommodation interference and glaucoma; and lithium carbonate-induced exophthalmos and papilloedema. Several adverse effects, such as corneal oedema, retinopathy and glaucoma, are vision-threatening, and patients often fail to describe their symptoms properly. A more precise understanding of these conditions is essential for prompt diagnosis and appropriate treatment.